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JACKSONVILLE CITY COUNCIL

TRUE COMMISSION

LEGISLATIVE TRACKING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES - AMENDED
January 30, 2015
12:00 p.m.

City Council Conference Room B
Suite 425, City Hall

117 W. Duval Street

Attendance: Committee Members Greg Radlinski (Chair), Danny Ferreira
Also: Jeff Clements, City Council Research
The meeting was called to order at 12:01 p.m. by Chairman Radlinski and the committee reviewed the following bills:
2015-37 (authorizing redevelopment agreement with and REV grant to Parkview Plaza Partners for hotel construction project on Riverside Avenue in Brooklyn): the committee questioned the rationale for the waiver of the standard Public Investment Policy to make a REV grant for a higher percentage of incremental taxes and for a longer period than the standard policy.

Motion (Ferreira): the Legislative Tracking Committee recommends that the TRUE Commission oppose passage of Resolution 2015-37 – approved 2-0.
2015-14 (appropriating $583,587 from the Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Fund [$400,000 loan, $183,587 grant] to First Coast No More Homeless Pets, Inc. for development of a new veterinary clinic on Cassat Avenue): the committee had numerous questions about whether the administrators of the NWJEDF have managed to solve the previous problems with the management of that fund, whether there is an adequate return on investment from a veterinary clinic for this amount of public funding, and whether the resources and abilities of the proposed recipient have been thoroughly investigated and confirmed.

Motion (Ferreira): the Legislative Tracking Committee recommends that the TRUE Commission oppose passage of Resolution 2015-14 – approved 2-0.
2015-15 (appropriating $58,220 from the Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Fund as a grant to HDW Partners II for infrastructure to serve a Church’s Chicken restaurant): the committee requested further information on the type of infrastructure to be constructed with the public funds, particularly whether it will be in the form of infrastructure of benefit to the whole area (i.e. water and sewer lines) or only to the business in question (i.e. a parking lot).

2015-54 (amending the Ordinance Code to revise the Police and Fire Pension Fund): the committee felt that the TRUE Commission has already placed its opposition to recently-proposed revisions to the PFPF on record because proposals all proceed from an assumption that the so-called “30-year agreement” between the City and the PFPF board is valid and its terms form a basis for negotiations, which the Commission believes is a false premise.
2015-56 (appropriating $55,568 in Jacksonville Journey funds to hire 2 part-time contract employees to process Teen Court offenders): the committee questioned where the funding was being diverted from in the Jacksonville Journey budget – to what use had it originally been programmed, and what happens to the function when these funds are diverted? What is the relative value ex-offender reentry funding versus Teen Court funding? Staff was requested to invite a representative of the Jacksonville Journey Oversight Committee to come to the next meeting to discuss this bill.

2015-61 (appropriating $65,000 from Fire and Rescue Department operations to fund a Teen Court Neighborhood Accountability Board site in Arlington ): the committee questioned why funding to the cash-strapped Fire Department was identified as an appropriate source for reallocation to the Teen Court when the department has so many operational and vehicle replacement needs.

Motion (Ferreira): the Legislative Tracking Committee recommends that the TRUE Commission oppose passage of Resolution 2015-61 – approved 2-0.

2015-83 (resolution urging Governor Scott to commission an investigation and audit of the Police and Fire Pension Fund): the committee was in support of this resolution as an affirmation of the TRUE Commission’s previous support for a forensic audit of the PFPF.
Motion (Ferreira): the Legislative Tracking Committee recommends that the TRUE Commission oppose support passage of Resolution 2015-83 – approved 2-0.
2015-84 (approving an application for participation in the state’s Community Contribution Tax Credit program by Empowerment Academy, Inc.): Jeff Clements explained the purpose of the Community Contribution Tax Credit program and the City’s responsibility for certifying that proposed projects are compatible with the City’s comprehensive plan. Commissioner Ferreira questioned whether the tax credit program actually provides benefit to the persons it is intended to benefit.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:50 p.m.

Jeff Clements, Chief

Council Research Division
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